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An intelligent discussion of the foundations and methods in ethics and ways to apply a Christian

worldview to our secular culture.
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The goal of this book is to introduce the Christian reader to the broad discipline of ethics and its

many facets, and to provide a specifically Christian perspective on the discipline and practice of

ethics. The book begins by discussing the importance of ethics and attempting to distinguish

Christian ethics from both other approaches to doing ethics and from other areas of Christian

concern, such as pastoral care. Hollinger understands Christian ethics to involve both theory and

application, and to be rooted in a specifically Christian worldview "that gives account of who we are

as human beings, what is fundamentally wrong with the human condition, and what remedy exists

for that malady." (16)The book is divided into four major sections that deal with various aspects of

the theory and practice of ethics. The first section, "The Foundations of Christian Ethics," introduces

the reader to some of the most prominent foundational theories of ethics. Hollinger looks at and

critiques utilitarianism, principle based ethics, and character or virtue ethics, noting positive and

negative aspects of each approach and concluding that none of them provides a sufficient

foundation for the theory or practice of Christian ethics. He concludes this section of the book with a

chapter on the importance of a Christian worldview foundation for doing Christian ethics.The second

section of the book, "The Context of Christian Ethics," deals with the contexts in which Christians

must attempt to formulate and live out their various ethical commitments. Hollinger devotes a



chapter to both modernity and postmodernity as the key contexts in which Christian ethics must now

be done.
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